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Glossary Glossary 
Aesthetics: Principles behind the 
appreciation of beauty
Allude: Hint at or suggest
Annihilate: Destroy completely
Antecedent: Something that came before
Apiculture: Beekeeping for collecting honey
Arbitrary: Random, without reason
Bilateral: Involving two parties, especially 
countries
Bodhisattva: A person who is on the path to 
enlightenment (in Buddhism)
Buffer state: A small country located 
between two larger, more powerful countries
Caravan: A group of traders or pilgrims 
travelling together
Cargo: Goods carried by ships, planes, trains, 
or trucks
Celestial: Relating to the sky or heaven 
(depending on the usage)
Clearing (financial): Ensuring accuracy of 
payment details between banks for safe 
transfer
Decrypt / Decryption: A computer process 
that reads a secret or coded message so it can 
be understood.
Defacing: Damaging or spoiling something
Diaspora: People from one country who live 
in many different countries around the world
Doctrine: Belief or set of beliefs held by a 
group, usually a religious group
Ethnicity: Cultural background
Expatriate: A person who lives outside their 
native country
Furrow: A narrow long ditch made in the 
earth usually with a plough 
Humanitarian aid: Help given to people in 
emergencies or disasters
Inextricably: Closely connected and 
impossible to separate 

Landlocked: A country that is completely 
surrounded by land and has no coast
Laudatory: Expressing praise
Meander: Follow a winding path
MICR code: A special printed number and 
line on a cheque that banks use to read and 
process cheques quickly by machine
Mulching: Covering soil with dry leaves, 
straw, or crop remains to keep it moist and 
protect it
Ordained: Made (someone) a priest
Patent:	The legal right given to an inventor so 
only they can make or sell their invention.
Pisciculture: Fish farming
Point of Sale (POS) machine: A device a shop 
uses to accept card or digital payments from 
customers
Profusely: In large amounts
Punitive expedition: A military action taken 
to punish a political entity or group for a 
perceived offence
Regime: A particular government or a system 
or method of government
Resurgence: A return or rise after a fall
Samagra Shiksha: A central government 
programme to support and improve school 
education across the country.
Stilts: Poles that help a building or a person 
to stand at a height above land or water
Strategic: Plan with a particular purpose in 
mind
Sukanya Samriddhi Account: A government 
savings scheme aimed at saving money for a 
girl’s education and future 

Sustainable infrastructure: Infrastructure 
that uses eco-friendly methods and materials
Teller: A person who deals with customers’ 
transactions in a bank
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Trajectory: The path or progress of 
something over time
Transboundary (as in transboundary river 
system): Something (like a river) that crosses 
or is shared by more than one country
Transplant: To move a sapling from one place 
(like a nursery) to another (like a field)
Tumultuous: Involving strong emotions
Unremitting: Without relaxing or slowing 
down

Vigilance Commission: A government body 
that looks into complaints about misuse of 
power or corruption by officials
Vigour: Energy, enthusiasm, effort
VB-G RAM G- Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for 
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin): 
A government scheme that promises work 
(paid jobs) to rural families so that they can 
earn wages.
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Images and maps from external sourcesImages and maps from external sources
NCERT thanks the following organisations and individuals for 

permission to use their images:

1. Organisations and individuals
	� Fig. 1.2. Courtesy ASI
	� Fig. 1.4. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Peanuts_ditch_irrigation_inid_india.jpg
	� Fig. 1.13. Courtesy Michel Danino
	� Fig. 1.18. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M._S._Swaminathan#/media/File:Monkombu_Sambasivan_

Swaminathan_-_Kolkata_2013-01-07_2674.JPG
	� Fig. 1.20. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuttanad#/media/File:Kuttanad_beauty.jpg
	� Fig. 1.22. https://www.mygov.in/campaigns/pmfby/
	� Fig. 2.4. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Kaiyuan_Temple_(Quanzhou)#/media/e:%

E5%BC%80%E5%85%83%E5%AF%BA%E5%AD%98%E5%8D%B0%E5%BA%A6%E6%95%99%E7%9F
%B3%E5%88%BB5.jpg

	� Fig. 2.10. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emblem_of_Bhutan#/media/File:Emblem_of_Bhutan.svg
	� Fig. 2.11. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/The_Prime_Minister%2C_Dr._

Manmohan_Singh_with_the_Prime_Minister_of_Bhutan%2C_Mr._Jigmi_Y._Thinley_after_dedicating_
the_1020_MW_Tala_Hydroelectric_Project%2C_in_Bhutan_on_May_17%2C_2008.jpg

	� Fig. 2.13. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a8/Indo-Burmese_Border.jpg
	� Fig. 2.15. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/Highway_1_and_Route_606_in_

Delaram%2C_Afghanistan_001.jpg\
	� Fig. 2.19. (Left) https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Images/2020/10/Republic_of_Maldives (Right) 

https://sos.noaa.gov/education/phenomenon-based-learning/underwater-cabinet-meeting/
	� Fig. 2.21. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f3/A_panoramic_picture_of_the_

Samudra_Manthan_scene_taken_at_Suvarnabhumi_airport_in_Bangkok.jpg
	� Fig. 2.23. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_Singapore#/media/File:Quadrilingual_

danger_sign_-_Singapore_(gabbe).jpg
	� Fig. 2.27. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Ramayana_Prambanan_4.jpg
	� Fig. 2.29. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/57/Stamp_of_India_-_2018_-_

Colnect_767848_-_Trade_Ports.jpeg
	� Fig. 2.30. Courtesy Prof. Claudia Giardino, University of Salento, Italy
	� Fig. 2.31. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hinduism_in_Oman#/media/File:Shiva_temple,_Muscat.jpg
	� Fig. 2.32. Credit: Ministry of Defence
	� Fig. 3.1. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1c/Nowicki_Kazimierz%2C_Indie%2C_

Temple_on_the_Shore%2C_1961.01.24.jpg
	� Fig. 3.4. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Harshavardhana_Circa_AD_606-647.jpg
	� Fig. 3.5. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Signature_of_Emperor_Harsha_

(Harshavardhana_of_the_Pushyabhuti_Dynasty,_reign_606-647_C.E.).jpg
	� Fig. 3.6. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Xuan_Zang_Statue.jpg
	� Fig. 3.8. https://museumsofindia.gov.in/repository/record/nat_del-47-83-28400
	� Fig. 3.9. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pala_Empire#/media/File:Crowned_Buddha,_Bihar,_Pala_

Empire,_10th-11th_century.jpg
	� Fig. 3.10. https://www.clevelandart.org/art/1938.301.b
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	� Fig. 3.11. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:VarahaVishnuAvatarPratiharaKings850-900CE.
jpg

	� Fig. 3.13. Epigraphia Carnatica, vol. VIII: Inscriptions in the Shimoga District (Part II), B. Lewis Rice, 
Bangalore 1904

	� Fig. 3.14. From “Letters from Kashmir and India” by J Duguid, published 1874
	� Fig. 3.15. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:8th_century_Standing_Shiva_Mahadeva,_Kashmir,_

India,_Clevelandart_1989.369.jpg - pg 15
	� Fig. 3.17. Courtesy Michel Danino
	� Fig. 3.18. Courtesy Michel Danino
	� Fig. 3.19. Courtesy Michel Danino
	� Fig. 3.20. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Shiva_as_the_Lord_of_Dance_LACMA_edit.jpg
	� Fig. 3.21. Courtesy Michel Danino
	� Fig. 3.22. Courtesy S. Balamurugan, Tiruvannamalai
	� Fig. 3.23. https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=71044606
	� Fig. 3.24. The Metropolitan Museum of Art https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/

search/39413
	� Fig. 3.25. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sondhni_overview.jpg
	� Fig. 3.26. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toramana#/media/File:Toramana.jpg
	� Fig. 3.26. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gupta_Kings._Skandagupta._AD_455-467.jpg
	� Fig. 4.3. The Khyber Pass with the fortress of Alimusjid, Pakistan. Chromolithograph by W.L. Walton 

after Lieutenant James Rattray, c. 1847. Wellcome Collection. https://wellcomecollection.org/works/
gtq3wcbe/images?id=gaww8np3

	� Fig. 4.5. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amb_Temples#/media/File:AMB_Temple_in_Soon_Sakasar_
Valley_by_Usman_Ghani.JPG 

	� Fig. 4.6. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Biruni-russian.jpg
	� Fig. 4.7. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Page_from_Lilavati,_the_first_volume_of_

Siddhānta_Śiromaṇī._Use_of_the_Pythagorean_theorem_in_the_corner.jpg
	� Fig. 4.8. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%22Captured_Indian_Raja_Brought_to_Sultan_

Mahmud_of_Ghazni%22,_Folio_from_a_Majma_al-Tavarikh_(World_Histories)_MET_AD-37.193a.jpeg
	� Fig. 4.9. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahmud_of_Ghazni#/media/File:Mahmud_of_Ghazni_

bilingual_dirham.jpg
	� Fig. 4.11. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/53/A_torana%2C_gate_to_sacred_

precinct%2C_Warangal_Fort_Park_and_Museum%2C_Telangana%2C_India_-_8.jpg
	� Fig. 4.12. Courtesy Michel Danino
	� Fig. 4.13. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gangaikonda_Cholapuram#/media/File:Gangaikonda_

Cholapuram_Temple_Entrance.JPG
	� Fig. 4.14. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/97/Rajaraja_mural-2.jpg
	� Fig. 4.15. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhoja#/media/File:Statue_of_Raja_Bhoja_01.jpg
	� Fig. 4.16. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prithviraj_Chauhan#/media/File:Posthumous_painting_

depicting_Prithviraj_Chauhan_from_Kota_(colour).jpg
	� Fig. 4.17. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Bakhtiyar_Khalji#/media/File:Bengal._

Muhammad_Bakhtiyar_Khalji._1204-1206.Struck_in_the_name_of_Mu'izz_al-Din_Muhammad_bin_
Sam,_Dated_Samvat_1262_(1204_AD).jpg 

	� Fig. 4.18. https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/image/1613516608 
	� Fig. 4.19. Courtesy Michel Danino
	� Fig. 4.21. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Statue_of_Equality_(Ramanuja).jpg
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	� Fig. 4.22. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Basava_Gaint_Statue_108_feet,_Basava_Kalyana.
JPG

	� Fig. 5.1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swami_Vivekananda#/media/File:Swami_Vivekananda-1893-
09-signed.jpg

	� Fig. 5.3. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Jewish_synagouge_kochi_india.jpg
	� Fig. 5.4. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Beni-israel-india-2.jpg
	� Fig. 5.5. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Traditional_Syrian_Christian_marriage_

fromKerala_India.jpg
	� Fig. 5.7. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Raja_Ravi_Varma,_Decking_the_bride.jpg
	� Fig. 5.8. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cheraman_Juma_Masjid_2024.jpg
	� Fig. 5.9. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siddi#/media/File:Siddi_Girl.jpg
	� Fig. 5.10. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Siddi_Woman.jpg
	� Fig. 5.11. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Siddi_dance_of_Karnataka_at_Central_Park,_

Connaught_Place,_New_Delhi_IMG_1711_02.jpg
	� Fig. 5.12. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hirabai-lobi.jpg
	� Fig. 5.13. https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e4/Armenian_Christmas_1.jpg
	� Fig. 5.15. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digvijaysinhji_Ranjitsinhji_Jadeja#/media/File:Homage_to_

the_Good_Maharajah_Monument,_Warsaw_Ochota,_Poland_04.jpg
	� Fig. 6.5. https://www.tata.com/newsroom/business/ode-to-india-new-parliament-tata-projects 
	� Fig. 6.7. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_India
	� Fig. 6.8. Courtesy Khyati Pathak
	� Fig. 6.12. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._B._Muthamma#/media/File:C._B._Muthamma.jpg
	� Fig. 6.14. (All Images) https://pgportal.gov.in/
	� Fig. 6.15. https://x.com/RailwaySeva
	� Fig. 7.2. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:FsORR8_XoAA5GL2.jpg
	� https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/02/Cochin_International_Airport_Solar_Power_

Plant_DSC_0244.jpg
	� Fig. 7.4. Courtesy Survey of India (shown to depict the complexity of road network)
	� Fig. 7.5. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dhaula-Sadiya_Bridge.jpg
	� Fig. 7.7. Development of Indian Railways, Nilankasha Sanyal, 1930
	� Fig. 7.10. Courtesy Survey of India (shown to depict the complexity of railway network)
	� Fig. 7.12. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:F1-734_Locomotive_at_NRM.jpg

	Æ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locomotives_of_India#/media/File:Indian_locomotive_class_
WDM-1.jpg

	Æ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_locomotive_class_WAM-4#/media/File:AJJ_WAM4.jpg
	� Fig. 7.23. https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.

php?search=bengal+gazette+1780&title=Special%3AMediaSearch&type=image
	Æ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jagadish_Chandra_Bose#/media/File:J.C.Bose.JPG
	Æ https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/26/The_Women%27s_Auxiliary_Air_

Force%2C_1939-1945._CH7673.jpg
	Æ https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:All_India_Radio#/media/File:Shanmukham_

Chetty_broadcasting_on_the_budget_presented_by_him_in_the_Indian_Parliament.jpg
	Æ https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Old_radio%2C_

Winschoten_%282019%29.jpg
	� Fig. 7.24. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jagadish_Chandra_Bose#/media/File:1920_Jagadish_

Chandra_Bose.jpg
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	� Fig. 7.25. https://informationq.com/who-invented-telephone-mobile/
	Æ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candlestick_telephone
	Æ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telephone
	Æ https://fr.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:KRZ_weird_phone.jpg
	Æ https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mobile_phone_timeline.png
	Æ https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:IPhone_1.jpg

	� Fig. 8.10. Courtesy Dheeraj Pandita
	� Fig. 8.11. Courtesy Government Museum, Chennai.
	� Fig. 8.19. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:BSE_-_Bombay_Stock_Exchange_Building.jpg
	� Fig. 8.20. Courtesy Hiren Behera

2. Royalty free stock from dreamstime.com
	� Fig. 1.1 (All Images), Fig. 1.3, Fig. 1.6, Fig. 1.7, Fig. 1.11, Fig. 1.12, Fig. 1.13, Fig. 1.14, Fig. 1.15,  

Fig. 1.16, Fig. 1.17, Fig. 1.20 (top left), Fig. 1.20 (top right), Fig. 1.21
	� Fig. 2.6, Fig. 2.8, Fig. 2.9, Fig. 2.12, Fig. 2.14, Fig. 2.17, Fig. 2.18, Fig. 2.22, Fig. 2.24, Fig. 2.25,  

Fig. 2.26, Fig. 2.28
	� Fig. 3.12
	� Fig. 4.1, Fig. 4.20, Fig. 4.23
	� Fig. 5.2, Fig. 5.6, Fig. 5.11, Fig. 5.14, Fig. 5.16, Fig. 5.17
	� Fig. 6.1 (All Images), Fig. 6.10, Fig. 6.13, Fig. 6.16
	� Fig. 7.1 (All Images), Fig. 7. 2 (top right), Fig. 7. 2 (centre), Fig. 7.2 (third right), Fig. 7.2 (third left), 

Fig. 7.2 (bottom right), Fig. 7.6, Fig. 7.9, Fig. 7.12 (bottom right), Fig. 7.13, Fig. 7.14, Fig. 7.15,  
Fig. 7.16, Fig. 7.17, Fig. 7.19, Fig. 7.20, Fig. 7.23 (bottom left), Fig. 7.23 (bottom right), Fig. 7.26,  
Fig. 7.27, Fig. 7.28, Fig. 7.29 

	� Fig. 8.5, Fig. 8.6, Fig. 8.9, Fig. 8.12, Fig. 8.13, Fig. 8.15, Fig. 8.16, Fig. 8.17, Fig. 8.19, Fig. 8.21, Fig. 8.22

3. Royalty free stock from freepik.com
	� Fig. 1.5

4. AI generated images
	� Fig. 6.9
	� Fig. 8.1, Fig. 8.2

Notes: (1) "ASI" stands for Archaeological Survey of India; (2) all Internet links have been as accessed in 
February 2025.
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